CONSERVATION AND ALTERNATIVE ENERGY GROUP 

of the Kent Energy and Environmental Task Force

MINUTES for the MEETING of MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2010 at Kent Town Hall

Present:  Denise Morocco (chair), Kevin Herde and Jos Spelbos.

Also present:  Lynn Worthington, reporter.

1.  The meeting was called to order at 7.36 PM.

Denise will try to drum up some more CAEG members for our future meetings.

2.  The Minutes for the meeting of December 21 2009 were approved.

3.  Air Barrier Assessment Report

      A draft of the Air Barrier Report for Town Hall prepared by Larry Harmon of Air Barrier Solutions of 

Crown Point, NY was received by Denise in December and discussed at our last meeting. 
Larry assessed air and thermal leakage through the building envelopes of the town hall and the Community House, and did a quick inspection of the Swift House. He identified places where heat is lost, calculated how much is lost, and proposes corrective measures. In both Town Hall and the Community House about 25% energy savings (and comfort improvements) can be found at estimated costs of $14,500 and $26,000 respectively. Additional changes to the heating system at the Community House after the building envelope has been sealed can bring the fuel usage down further, and at much lower costs than can be achieved without air sealing. 
Denise, Kevin and Jos held a telephone conference call on January 12 with Cathy Muller of Air Barrier Solutions to get clarifications on a number of issues. Based on this Larry and Cathy would make some changes to the report, and send the final version to Denise. 

Since no other commission members were present no further discussion of the report took place at this meeting. Denise will email the report to all members. It was decided to present the report to the KEETF core group at its January 26 meeting, and with their approval to the Board of Selectmen on February 2. After that we may publish it on the KEETF website and notify the local media. We also want to present the report at the ESummit on February 20. 
4.  Big Belly solar trash compactor

Some discussion took place about where to locate the trash compactor. Since we want to allow advertising on the sides of the compactor we have to comply with sign regulations. 4 locations in the center of town were selected as best candidates. Denise will approach the Planning and Zoning Commission about these locations. Kevin will prepare a little contest for the ESummit where participants can vote on the preferred location. Denise will check with the Big Belly manufacturer on the specs for a recycling unit.

5.  ESummit 
At the ESummit at the Kent Center School on Saturday February 20 the CAE Group wants to display the revised Air Barrier Report, with photos and a simple poster showing the main recommendations and how much energy and money can be saved at what cost. Denise will add a color picture/ diagram of common building envelope leaks in residences.

Denise will provide the solar trash compactor brochures, and Kevin will bring a village map with location options where visitors can give their input.

Jos will bring CL&P electric usage and fuel oil usage information for the town buildings and show in a graph the electric usage at Town Hall before and after the replacement of the lighting fixtures.

6.  Other business

Denise proposed looking at the feasibility of getting a CT Clean Energy Fund grant for a geothermal system at one of the town buildings. 

The group also wants to look at solar and wind energy options this year.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8.50 PM.

No date has been set for the next meeting.   

Respectfully submitted by Jos Spelbos
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