CONSERVATION AND ALTERNATIVE ENERGY subcommittee
of the Kent Energy and Environmental Task Force

MINUTES of APRIL 5, 2010 MEETING    at Kent Town Hall

Present:  Denise Morocco (chair), Kevin Herde, Pat Howe and Jos Spelbos

The meeting was called to order at 7.36 pm.

The Minutes of the February 9 meeting were accepted without changes.

The February 20 Energy Summit was a success. Our thanks go to the organizing committee.
The 4 active members of our committee manned a display table, and alerted visitors to the energy usage of town buildings, the Air Barrier assessment, and the solar trash compactor.

We haven’t heard from committee members Tom Sawyer and Larry Dumoff in a while. Denise will try to contact Tom. Pat will be away during the Summer. We are looking for new members.
Denise updated us on the Big Belly solar trash compactor. The town’s sign regulations allow for only one free-standing sign per commercial property. Since most businesses have a sign already few options remain. The Casey family is not interested in having the compactor with its advertising panels on their empty lot. Denise will approach Terry D’Alton about the possibility of placing it in Preston’s shopping center or the Kent Town Center.
She will contact the manufacturer about leasing costs, installation and delivery. She will ask Karren Garrity about grant money for startup costs, and will attend the Chamber of Commerce meeting on May 3 at 6 pm.
Denise proposed researching if it is possible to apply for LEED certification for an energy retrofit of Town Hall. LEED certification is very involved, and might be too expensive. Pat and Jos will check what municipal buildings in Connecticut are LEED certified, and if there are any regional LEED certified building professionals. Denise will email us information on LEED certification, and will bring the idea up in her meeting with Karren. 

Denise reported on the status of the Community House upgrades. The $200,000 STEAP grant is in. The building needs insulation first, and then new wiring. A new HVAC system might cost $90,000, considerably less than previously estimated because of proposed building envelope improvements. Denise will attend the next meeting of the Community House Committee on May 3 at 5 pm.

Kevin has had contact with Matt Lombrano (?) about the costs and benefits of energy control boxes connected to electric panels to cut down on energy spikes, and about energy hedging.
The meeting was adjourned at 8.45 pm.

The next meeting has been scheduled for Monday April 26 at 7.30 pm in Town Hall.

(This meeting has since been rescheduled to Monday May 3)

Respectfully submitted by Jos Spelbos,  4-25-2010

