KENT ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL TASK FORCE

General Committee
41 Kent Green Boulevard

P.O. Box 678

Kent, CT 06757

Minutes of August 25, 2009 meeting at Town Hall 
Draft
Members present:

Karren Garrity (Chairperson), Larry Dumoff, Dennis de Paul, Shaun McAvoy, Vince LaFontan, Austi Brown 

CALL TO ORDER

Karren called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes from the last meeting were approved.
STIMULUS FUNDS
Karren reported that the CCEF will allow us to re-tag their funds for such efforts as the tote bag project.  We still have most of the first $2000 available.  HRP has notified us that the ECD grant will be approved on September 1 and the application will be due November 15.  

The committee reviewed the following ideas for spending the grant monies and tentatively or by motion and a vote allocated amounts for each as follows.


Tote bag project:  Shaun presented 5 or 6 sources for the tote bags with prices.  We all agreed that the strapped bag was preferable and that Shaun would do further research on the Sharon and New Milford sources assuming the KEETF logo on one side (Karren provided a mock-up of same) and the listed names of sponsors on the other.  The idea for business cards on the back was sort of dismissed due to the limited print area on the bag, but we agreed that if Mark Lenz wants to pursue this option he should do so.  Karren offered to attend the next Chamber of Commerce meeting to ask for sponsors.  We also agreed that making some reference to how many single-use plastic bags were being replaced was a good idea.  

A motion was made by Dennis, seconded by Larry, to allocate $5000 for the purchase of 2500 tote bags to be distributed in town (method to be determined) and was unanimously approved.


Town Energy Challenge:  We discussed having prizes of $1000, $750 and $500, but ultimately took no action beyond estimating a $2000+/- cost.  Some felt the amounts of the prizes were too high.  Karren offered to do some work on this project, but we need someone to take charge of it.

Community House:  Karren said that Mark has talked to Rufus and will report next time on his findings.


Clear garbage bags:  Vince reported that the BoS will vote on the transfer station contract at its next meeting on September 1.  The proposed contract will include the phased-in use of clear plastic bags.   
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A motion was made and seconded to allocate up to $1500 to the Recycling Committee for the research into and purchase of these bags for distribution (method to be determined) and was unanimously approved.

Subsidized composters:  We agreed that 25% of the cost should be subsidized by the grant money to bring the cost down to around $25.  Orders will be taken at the Expo.  There was a consensus that $1000 be appropriated for this program.


HRP proposal:  Karren reported that the cost of studying the sewage treatment plant is $4500.   This amount does not include any study of the old dump in North Kent.  Dennis pointed out that the dump land is now the property of CT DEP.  


Dunns Number:  Karren reported that we now have this number which is needed to apply for and receive government grants.  We also have the CCR number.

Signage for transfer station:  Vince reported that the cost of signage for the transfer station is not part of that building contract.  There was a consensus that we should allocate $1500 for the design  and purchase of the necessary signs.  The recycling sub-committee will investigate and make a presentation of quantity, design and cost.

Transfer Station booklet:  Karren reported that Linda Hall has offered to have her classes at KCS produce a booklet similar to the Salisbury “It’s not a Dump” document.  We agreed to allocate $300 for copying/binding expenses.


Aquarion Challenge:  Dennis proposed approaching Aquarion about creating an incentive program to replace toilets, showerheads and faucet aerators in the sewer district.  He suggested that we could match Aquarion’s investment.  Since the Town is responsible for expanding the sewage treatment plant after 85% capacity is reached, and since this program might ultimately reduce water usage by 1 million gallons per year thus extending the life of the plant, we decided the stimulus money could be used for the good of all the Town’s citizens. After much discussion there was a consensus that we should have an initial goal of replacing 100 toilets at a cost of $10,000.   Dennis agreed to produce a draft written proposal for the next meeting 

Energy Efficient Building lecture:  Austi proposed inviting an energy efficient building expert to educate contractors and home-owners of new building science.  The costs could be shared with other towns. A contact in Salisbury is interested and knows one possible candidate.
Austi will do more research and report back.  Possible shared cost is $2000.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
RECYCLING

Vince reported that the BoS will vote on the new contract for use of the transfer station on September 1.  We discussed the news that the contract will not include the recommended discipline for non-compliance with the contract.  See also Clear plastic bags  and Signage above.
CONSERVATION & ALTERNATE ENERGY

Karren reported from Denise that the Town Hall assessment by Larry Harmon is to take place in early September.
EXPO

Karren reported that the inaugural meeting with Liddy Baker et al. is scheduled for September 2.
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GREEN TOUR
Austi distributed drafts of the poster, web-page information and ticket for comment.  She reported that she still has to get a few businesses to agree to sell the tickets and that details of one participant are a bit sketchy.  She will be contacting radio stations as well as newspapers with press releases.   Karren reiterated that getting personnel to work at the sites is not a problem.
FIREMAN’S FAIR
Karren asked for staffing on Thursday night.  Shaun offered his tent.

ADJOURNMENT
Meeting was adjourned at 9:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Austi Brown
