Kent Energy and Environmental Task Force Meeting

October 27, 2009

7:30 Tuesday

Bain Real Estate

Minutes

Meeting called to order at 7:40

In attendance Larry Dumoff, Karren Garrity, Austi Brown, Mark Lenz, absent Vince Lafontan, Shaun McAvoy
Motion to accept the minutes from September 22, 2009 was made by Austi, 2nd by Larry.  Approved by all.

Committee Reports

Recycling 


Read report from Vince- see attached

Conservation & Alt Energy


Read report from Denise- see attached

Education


Green Tour 

Accolades to Austi for creating and coordinating our first Green Tour.  We estimate 40+ people attended.  While not intended as a fund raiser, the event netted $150+.

Began a ‘short list’ of possible properties for next tour: SKS, Wyrick, Lenz might all make good repeaters, as well as looking for micro hydro example, dirt burm house and an example of how to do homeowner improvements like caulking, sealing, attic insulation, door stripping…


Tote bags

Larry will follow up with Shaun.  There was discussion about using the tote bags with CFL lightbulbs as incentives for people to sign up for the alternative energy program through CL&P

Speaker

Austi presented concept for a new Building Science Lecture or Workshop.  It would target homeowners, contractors, architects, zoning boards and building inspectors.  Larry will speak with AIA about cues. We will ‘shop’ the concept to gage interest.

Austi will email the website.

Expo

Karren reported that the Kent E Summit will be on Feb 20, 2009 at Kent Center School.  The plan is for an ‘expo floor’ in the gym, workshops in various classrooms throughout the day, lunch in the cafeteria, key note speakers and panel discussions. They would like to use some of the grant money to hire an administrative assistant to help with the project.  Also discussed was the possibility of merging the New Building Science lecture/workshop with the E Summit
Funding/Grants 

Karren reported that we currently have about $3,540 in our ‘account’ at town hall (not including the net proceeds from the green tour).  $1,500 is tagged for the Larry Harmon assessments, $2,000 for the E – summit.  She also stated that we will be filing the stimulus grant this week.
Dennis was not present to update on the Aquarion concept – we look forward to hearing about this next month.
NEXT MEETING  November 24th  7:30

Respectfully submitted

Karren Garrity

Attachments:

Reference: Recycling 

The recycling committee has not met recently as a whole group, however members of the committee have been involved with the Board of Selectmen's recent final work on the opening of the new transfer station.  Chris Garrity and Ken Cooper assisted the First Selectman with the final wording of the new transfer station contract and bulky waste procedures and I developed draft signage for the new station (of course, you also developed draft "temporary" signage for the new transfer station as well).  The committee has also enlisted the support and guidance of Cheyrl Reedy of HRRA (for the Selectmen) on the correct items to be recycled at the current and new transfer station.  At this time there is still no "hard" date for the opening of the new transfer station.

 

A couple of other things, I will not be able to attend the meeting Tuesday, as I need to be in Farmington until later tomorrow evening, so this will most likely be my last communication to you on this committee as my tenure as the Board of Selectmen's representative on this committee comes to an end in mid November.  I wish you and the committee luck, and I will make sure that I remind the Board on November 4th that a new Board of Selectmen appointment needs to be made at the December 1st BOS meeting.  Finally, please congratulate and thank Austi from me for all of her hard work as I hear it was a well-run tour.

 

Thanks,

Vince

Reference: Conservation & Alt Energy

Summary of what CAEG is up to:

On October 8th, one of the leading specialists in air barrier assessments Larry Harmon came to Kent to assess Town Hall, the Community Center and Swift House.   Rick Osbourne was on hand for the whole day and Tom Sawyer stayed with us for the morning.  At all three  buildings Larry found many opportunities to improve the energy  efficiency of the buildings, and he will provide us with reports  within the next two weeks with his findings.  The LCT and Stoneforge wrote detailed articles about the event, and we plan more publicity in the future.

Larry told us that Town Hall was basically a well-built structure.   However there are still several key opportunities for sealing the air  barrier and then adjusting the systems so that the ventilation,  

heating and cooling are better controlled in the individual spaces.   Not only does this save the town money on energy bills but it also  improves the comfort of the people using Town Hall every day.

The Community Center is in a prime position for making significant  improvements with the grant that has been given for its renovation.   By conserving energy and improving the usefulness and comfort of the  building, the church has a real chance at turning the building into a  more lucrative source of income through events and rentals as well as  improving the health and beauty of this key landmark in Kent.  It  could be a real win-win.

Swift House, not surprisingly, has massive opportunities for  improvement - as it stands now, it's heat is now warming the hillsides  of Connecticut!  The article in the LCT pointed out rather bluntly  that the attempt at improving insulation there was not effective - the  report will review the exact situation.  And this reminds our group  that it is imperative that we approach retrofits and renovations with  careful strategy.

If we are to be the leaders in conservation and alternative energies,  we must all be very careful to do our homework, educate ourselves to  the best of our abilities, and go to the experts in the fields to form  our strategies.  Though several mistakes already made have cost the  town thousands of precious dollars - another example is the two year  old roof over poor insulation at Town Hall - we can learn from this.   Going forward, these three buildings can provide a wonderful  

opportunity to show Kent people and those that visit how we are moving  forward to improve our carbon footprint.  The Big Belly Trash  Compactor that our group is trying to get installed is a part of this  effort.

Sincerely,

Denise Morocco

CAEG

and

Principal

Kent Interiors, LLC

dbmorocco@gmail.com

860.927.0123

