KENT ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL TASK FORCE

General Committee
41 Kent Green Boulevard

P.O. Box 678

Kent, CT 06757

Minutes of July 2, 2009 meeting at Town Hall                                             DRAFT

Members present:

Karren Garrity (Chairperson), Larry Dumoff, Austi Brown 

CALL TO ORDER

Karren called the meeting to order at 4:40 pm

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were not available.  Item was tabled until next time.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

RECYCLING

Karren reported that the sub-committee’s recommendations were presented to the Board of Selectmen on 6/2/09.  It was too late to incorporate the new user contract in the2009-2010 transfer station permits issued on 7/1/09.  We hope to get feedback from the BOS at their next meeting on 7/7/09.
Larry asked if clear recyclable trash bags had been found.  Karren reported that kitchen size bags had, but no luck on the 30 gal. size.

The sub-committee is investigating the hauling practices of commercial establishments and other large groups in town.

CONSERVATION & ALTERNATE ENERGY

Karren reported that the lighting conversion at the Town Hall has been accomplished.

The subcommittee has asked that the KEETF supply the $1400 needed to hire Larry Harmon to perform a leakage test of Town Hall.  See 6/29/09 email. There was some discussion whether to use money from the initial $4000 grant or from the $33,000 grant (see below.)  Subject was tabled until all committee members are present for a vote.  
EVENTS

Expo:
Karren reported that Lynn Werner of HVA is enthusiastic about helping.  Library, Conservation Commission and Land Trust have also expressed interest and support.
Green Tour:
Austi reported contacting a number of Kent residents about participating.  The possible green elements range from PV, geothermal and wind to micro-hydro, converted diesel vehicle and more.  Karren offered to help with follow-up calls.  The tentative date is Sunday 10/18 from 12- 3 or 4 pm depending on the number of participants and the distance between venues.

PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION

Austi presented the statutes pertaining to this tax exemption and proposed wording for adopting an ordinance. See 6/2/09 email from AB.  Subject tabled until the next meeting for a vote.  
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CL&P ALT. ENERGY PROGRAM
Karren asked for help in keeping an eye on the Kent accounts that have signed up for the clean option and to get the info on the KEETF website.

EEC BLOCK GRANT/SEP GRANT
Karren led the discussion on the upcoming grant opportunities.  See 6/29 email.  Committee members brainstormed about projects that might qualify.  ECB items listed below with ideas following.
Development of an Energy Efficiency and Conservation Strategy and Technical Consultant Services to assist in the development of such a strategy. 


Larry Harmon expense; Town sponsored energy audits; Town sponsored boiler tests
Residential and Commercial Building Energy Audits. 

Town purchase of thermal imagng camera and/or blower door tester

Could also qualify for SEP grant if such purchases jump started a business
Financial Incentive Programs and Mechanisms for energy efficiency improvements such as energy savings performance contracting, on-bill financing, and revolving loan funds. 

CFL give away program
Grants to nonprofit organizations and governmental agencies for the purpose of performing Energy Efficiency Retrofits. 

Further upgrade Town Hall

Help Sewer Commission replace old equipment w/ e.e. models
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Programs for Buildings and Facilities.

Sewer Building, Town Hall, KCS 
Development and Implementation of Transportation Programs to conserve energy. 

Town vehicles, transfer station hauling vehicles
Building Codes and Inspections to promote building energy efficiency. 

Fund continuing ed. for building inspector, possibly shared w/ other towns in region

Fund seminar/lecture to educate contractors/inspectors in new building science, possibly 
shared w/ other towns in the region
Energy Distribution Technologies that significantly increase energy efficiency, including distributed resources, combined heat and power, and district heating and cooling systems. 


Harvest methane from sewer plant, N.Kent landfill;  solar thermal, geothermal at KCS; Material Conservation Programs including source reduction, recycling, and recycled content procurement programs that lead to increases in energy efficiency. 

Expand permitting for transfer station;  purchase of a truck to haul non-transfer station
garbage; solar trash compacting
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Reduction and Capture of Methane and Greenhouse Gases generated by landfills or similar waste-related sources. 


Harvest methane at sewer plant, N. Kent landfill
Energy efficient Traffic Signals and Street Lighting. 

Bulls Bridge micro-hydro for lighting; Dark Sky program, possibly w/ other towns iin the 
region
Renewable Energy Technologies on Government Buildings. 

Geothermal at Town Hall;  Solar thermal at KCS; programmable thermostats or re-wiring 
at Town Hall
Any Other Appropriate Activity that meets the purposes of the program and is approved by DOE. 
We did not specifically address SEP grant except as our discussion of EEC Block grant overlapped.

HRP

Karren reported that HRP’s Joanne Wosniak (sp?) suggested the committee give some thought to the following questions prior to next week’s meeting.

What are our priorities?  Projects?
What is Kent’s vision regarding leadership?
What is unique about Kent?   The region?

SCHEDULING MEETINGS
Karren will contact all members to set timing of next week’s meeting.  We agreed that since scheduling is so difficult we should establish a regular day and time for future meetings.
ADJOURN 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 pm
