Conservation and Alternative Energy Sub-committee 

of the Kent Energy and Environmental Task Force

MINUTES of May 28, 2009 MEETING  at Kent Town Hall

Present: Denise Morocco (chair), Kevin Herde, Mark Lenz, Tom Sawyer and Jos Spelbos

The meeting was called to order at 7.35 PM.

No Minutes were presented for the meeting of April 6.

The meeting planned for May 11 was cancelled for lack of a quorum.

Jos asked that all the Agendas and Minutes be put on the website.

Mission statement.

The draft of our mission statement written by Pat Howe was reviewed again, and it was decided that Denise will retype it based on the changes proposed at this meeting.

Pat Howe will bring an energy consumption chart for Town Hall to our next meeting.

Jos showed the carbon footprint inventory of municipal buildings written by Michael Benjamin of Kent School. The town hall consumed 58,560 kWh in 2008, as well as 2,100 gallons of heating oil.
It was noted that the energy usage of Swift House seems relatively high. Jos will look into this.

Thermal barrier audit.

Denise got a cost estimate from Larry Harmon of Air Barrier Solutions: 6 hours @ $145 + $500 travel costs, for a total of $1370. For this he will do a crackage assessment of Town Hall - a thorough visual inspection with an air puffer - and provide a report with his findings, recommendations and expected energy and cost savings. He invites anybody who is interested to attend the assessment. Denise wrote a proposal to be submitted to the Core Task Force explaining the subcommittee’s recommendation. Mark stated that the Task Force needs a more specific proposal from Larry Harmon himself. Tom will follow up with LH.
Mark suggested asking CL&P how much they would charge for an energy audit with blower-door test. He will follow up. Tom would like to see audits by both Larry Harmon and CL&P. He also wants to find the building plans for town hall.
Kevin said that he may be able to borrow an Infra-red survey instrument from his employer. 
HVAC assessment.

Denise and Mark commented on a proposal for HVAC improvements by Kurt Graveline and Scott Jackson of Coastal Mechanical Services. They were both disappointed by the lack of depth and of specific recommendations in the proposal.

A second assessment will be done by Sequin Air of New Milford. Mark is in contact with them.

Fall Energy Expo.

Denise mentioned that this Expo will probably take place late in the Fall, but no-one has taken the lead yet to organize it. 

Mark will look into the cost of leasing a solar trash compactor.

Kevin will price solar street lighting.

Kevin will ask a colleague from Fuel Cell Energy in Danbury to talk to us or at the Expo about the feasibility of using fuel cells in a small town.

Other business.

Jos would like to see wind turbines and the Planning and Zoning Commission’s proposal discussed at a next meeting. Mark will be installing a small turbine on his house.

Mark will check the costs of a solar installation for Town Hall. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9.15 PM.

The next meeting was set for Monday June 22 at 7.30 PM at Town Hall.

Respectfully submitted by Jos Spelbos,  6-3-2009.

