Conservation and Alternative Energy Sub-Committee of the Kent Energy and Environmental Task Force

Monday, March 30, 7:30
Meeting called to order.

In attendance


Denise Morocco, Mark Lenz, Kevin Herde, Tom Sawyer, Pat Howe

Corrections to previous minutes:

One correction was made to the previous meeting minutes in that there are many more than 6 steps to the ABC’s of retrofitting a building.  Denise will resend the information.
Energy Auditors’ Profiles

Short discussion of the Building Envelope/Barrier Testing was held.  Basically, 2 primary concerns for envelope evaluation: 1) Thermal Barrier as determined by Infra-Red Survey.  Infra-Red photography is used to survey the outside of the building and “Hot Spots” indicate the leakage of heat.  2) Air Barrier as determined most typically by conducting a Blower-Door Test where the building is sealed and a temporary barrier (Door) is set up to section off the building.  A blower is used to pull a vacuum on this internal space of the building.  This allows air to be pulled into the building.  These leakage points are considered sources of inefficiency.  


Denise presented her findings on energy auditor’s profiles: 
1. Infra Red Auditors

a. Focus on Infra-Red Survey - $1,850.00

b. Blower-Door Additional Expense - $500.00 (calculated Value)

c. Total Expense $2,350.00

2. Oil Free Now (David Squires, Watertown, CT)

a. Recommend 2 Blower-Door Tests w/Infra-Red Survey - $2,000.00

i. One for each separate section of the building.

b. Visual inspection very beneficial – 3 hrs to 4 hrs with report - $600.00

c. No timeline was provided for how long it would take to do the Blower-Door tests.

d. They have not evaluated an 18,000 sq ft building – all experience on smaller buildings.

e. They do not have a second Blower-Door test apparatus but have communicated that they believe they can obtain one on loan or possibly finance a second.  No indication of turn around was provided.

3. Air Barrier Solutions – Larry Harmon

a. Initially prescribes a Crackage Assessment with the flexibility of doing a more detailed Blower-Door Test and/or an Infra-Red Survey as he comes with his van with all apparatus loaded.
b. $145 per hour with an estimate of 6 hours to complete initial Crackage Assessment evaluation ($870).

c. Typically charges $500 for travel expenses.  Willing to waive the $500 travel expense if we can coordinate work with his visit to corporate headquarters.

d. Has vast experience with large building evaluations.
e. Very reputable and well known throughout the industry.

f. Might be possible to re-coop some or all of cost of assessment expense if we chose at a later date to employ Can-Am to complete repairs/upgrade.


General Discussion of profiles

1. Infra Red Auditors
a. Too expensive.  Lower cost options available.

2. Oil Free Now
a. Not experienced enough and not sufficiently equipped.
b. No commitment on how long it would take to gear up or how long it would take to do the testing

3. Air Barrier Solutions

a. Experience and acceptance in the industry very attractive.

b. Cost very attractive – assuming travel expenses not included.

c. Crackage Assessment considered insufficient and seriously challenged.

d. Concerns expressed that this first visit would lead to another, more expensive follow up visit.
e. Question what would be included in final report – will the report include venting system recommendations?

f. Need expressed to obtain a more clear definition of what he is capable of.

g. How does he do large, public buildings and coordinate with testing requirements?  Are people allowed in the building?  Does he work at night or on the weekends?  Does he work on holidays?  Any cost implications?
h. How many people will he bring to do the testing or is he solo?

i. How does he know what to do?  If all he does is the Crackage Assessment, how does he know if he needs to do the Blower-Door Test or the Infra-Red Survey?

4. General agreement regarding profiles:

a. More information is required to make a decision.  Denise and Tom volunteered to contact Larry Harmon and discuss concerns/questions.

b. Denise or Kevin will contact the person at the Cornwall Energy Committee who coordinated the Barrier Test to determine who they used for the service and what kind of service and report they provided.

Mark Lenz agreed to author the proposal for the T. B. Audit for KEETF approval.
Next meeting date of CAEG was chosen as Monday, April 6, 2009 at 7:30.
Meeting closed.
Submitted,

Kevin Herde
